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4th Annual Eid Gala

7:00-8:00pm 

Mocktails & Networking 

8:00-8:15pm

Introductions

8:15-8:30pm 

Imam Prayer / Benediction 

8:30-9:00pm 

Dinner 

9:00-9:15pm 

Remarks from the 
NJMLA President 

9:15-10:15pm 

Honorariums 

10:15-10:45pm 

Scholarship Awards 

10:45-11:00pm 

Announcement of the 
New Executive Board 



HonoreeHonoree
Diversity Champion of the Year
DAY PITNEY, LAW FIRM

The firm’s mission is to work 
collaboratively and effectively 
with our clients to resolve 
complex legal challenges. They add value by combining innovation with 
knowledge and experience. 

Since 1902, Day Pitney has been helping clients in a wide range of industries 
thrive and prosper. They build long-lasting partnerships by listening to our 
clients and understanding their objectives.  

They have a thorough, in-depth understanding of the legal issues that 
confront our clients because they speak their language and know their 
business.

Day Pitney is an East Coast law firm with more than 300 attorneys in 
13 offices in Boston, Connecticut, Florida, New Jersey, New York and 
Washington, D.C. Day Pitney provides unlimited access to partners and has 
cultivated a deep bench of knowledgeable and experienced attorneys in all 
practice areas. Our lawyers work seamlessly across disciplines to guide our 
clients through the evolving legal landscape. 

Day Pitney’s Corporate, Litigation, and Trusts and Estates attorneys 
represent a variety of clients from individuals to Fortune 100 companies. 
The breadth and scope of our services to individual clients and families are 
among the most comprehensive in the country.

The firm’s experience is extensive, including work in eight core industries:

• Energy and Utilities
• Financial Services
• Healthcare and Life Sciences
• Insurance and Reinsurance
• Intellectual Property and Technology
• Family Office Practice
• Real Estate and Environmental
• Tax Exempt Organizations and Charitable Giving



HonoreeHonoree
Medal of Honor
KHADIJAH SHARIF-DRINKARD
Vice President, Business & Legal Affairs 
Black Entertainment Television, LLC 

Khadijah Sharif-Drinkard was born and 
raised in Harlem, New York where she began 
her career as a political activist in the eighth 
grade.  A product of the New York City public 
school system, Khadijah went on to earn her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from 
Columbia University in 1993.  In 1997, she 
received her Juris Doctor from Fordham 
University School of Law.  While at Fordham 
she was the Shari Lubell Scholar for the 
1994-95 academic year; served as National 
Parliamentarian for the Black Law Students 
Association; received the Archibald Murray 
Public Service Award; received the Association 
of the Bar of the City of New York Fellowship; litigated three active cases 
at the Fordham Litigation Skills Clinic; served as Notes and Articles 
Editor for the Fordham Urban Law Journal; and published a legal note 
entitled Female Genital Mutilation: What Does the New Federal Law 
Really Mean? 

While Khadijah has dedicated herself to achieving excellence in education, 
she has always made giving back to her community a priority.  In 1989, 
she challenged the New York State Department of Education’s Scholastic 
Aptitude Test (SAT) scholarship distribution procedures in Sharif vs. New 
York State Department of Education and was the victorious litigant.  In 1990, 
the American Muslim Community recognized her commitment to service 
when they named her the Outstanding Muslim Youth of the Year at the 
Annual Islamic Convention.  

Khadijah has traveled both nationally and internationally speaking to 
students, politicians, clergy, interfaith organizations, corporate heads and 
marginalized communities.  She has committed herself to giving back by 
working in the area of human development.  During her travels, she has 
addressed audiences in the townships of Soweto, Pretoria and Capetown, 
South Africa while serving on Mayor David Dinkins’ delegation where 
she represented the youth of New York City in 1991.  During her time 
in South Africa Khadijah was the guest of Nelson and Winnie Mandela.  



Khadijah also had the opportunity to represent the concerns of young 
Americans while traveling to Rome during the same year.

In 1992, she was chosen by the United Nations as one of twelve scholars 
from across the United States to serve as a youth ambassador to Russia.  
Her task was to analyze the social, political, economic, cultural and 
environmental challenges of a country undergoing democratization.  Upon 
her return to the United States, Khadijah shared her experiences abroad 
with diverse organizations in an effort to educate Americans about the 
challenges facing Russia.  In 1995, Khadijah found herself traveling abroad 
again, this time as a Representative for Muslim American women to the 
United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China.  As 
a Representative, she had the opportunity to work with a myriad of women 
from around the world as well as the Women of Color Caucus where she 
served on the document committee and contributed by working on the 
Platform for Action. 

In 2002, Khadijah threw her hat into the ring and ran for public office.  
While she did not win a seat on the Township Committee of Maplewood, 
NJ, she made a phenomenal showing, losing a seat by a mere three hundred 
votes.  Khadijah has been featured as a young political activist on several 
television programs and has been spotlighted in the New York Times on 
more than one occasion.  In 2005, she was a contributing author to the book 
Living Islam Out Loud: American Muslim Women Speak (Beacon Press) 
where she writes about her journey as an African American Muslim.  In 
2006, she served on the United States Delegation to the Iraqi-U.S. Women’s 
Summit held at the United Nations and later that same year she was an 
invited guest of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs to Birmingham, UK 
to represent the concerns of African American Muslims.  Today she serves 
as Vice President, Associate General for Viacom, Inc.’s Black Entertainment 
Television (BET) division where she oversees all business and legal affairs 
matters for the New York office.  Prior to joining BET, Khadijah served 
as Vice President, Senior Counsel for Nickeolodeon (MTV Networks).  
Khadijah lives with her husband Craig and daughters Jalsa and Madinah in 
West Orange, New Jersey.



HonoreeHonoree
Trailblazer of the Year
HON. ZAHID N. QURAISHI, USMJ
Zahid Quraishi, a partner, white-collar defense 
chairman and chief diversity officer at Riker Danzig 
Scherer Hyland & Perretti, has been appointed 
U.S. magistrate judge in the District of New Jersey’s 
Trenton vicinage.

The appointment was announced on Monday in a 
news release from Riker Danzig, which says Quraishi 
becomes the first Asian American to sit on the 
federal bench in  
state history.

Quraishi joined Morristown-based Riker Danzig in 
2013 and was named a partner in 2016. Earlier this 
year, he was named chairman of the firm’s white-
collar criminal defense and investigations group. 
He served on its diversity committee, and this year was appointed as the firm’s first 
chief diversity officer. He was also a member of the firm’s management and hiring 
committees, the release noted.

On June 13, Quraishi is set to receive the “Professional Achievement Award” by the 
Asian Pacific American Lawyers Association at its  
annual gala.

Before joining Riker Danzig, Quraishi served as an assistant U.S. attorney for more 
than five years, trying federal criminal cases involving public corruption, financial 
fraud, perjury, firearms and narcotics offenses within the Special Prosecutions 
Division and Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force and Government 
Fraud Units of the office’s Criminal Division.

Quraishi previously was an assistant chief counsel and trial attorney with the 
Department of Homeland Security, and was military prosecutor with the U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps, where he achieved the rank of captain.

Before embarking on a legal career, Quraishi served in the U.S. Army and was assigned 
to the First Infantry Division stationed in Germany and deployed to Iraq in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2004 and 2006 before he was honorably discharged.

Federal magistrate judges, unlike district judges, can be appointed by the court and 
need not be nominated by the president and confirmed by the U.S. Senate.

Riker Danzig in the release noted other current and former attorneys who went 
into public service, including Marie Garibaldi, the first woman to serve on the New 
Jersey Supreme Court, and Anne Patterson, the most recent woman appointed to 
the New Jersey Supreme Court.



HonoreeHonoree
Social Justice Award
NINA ROSSI, CAIR-NJ

The firm’s mission is to Nina graduated 
magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Arts in 
criminal justice from Seton Hall University. 
She received her law degree from Rutgers Law 
School, Camden. After graduating law school 
Nina worked for the Public Defenders office in 
Camden on a project to establish racial disparity 
in the implementation of the death penalty. 
She continued that work at the Administrative 
Office of the Courts (AOC), criminal division. 
There she headed up a project initiated by the 
New Jersey Supreme Court that did establish 
racial disparity in the implementation of the 
death penalty. After working for the AOC for 
ten years, Nina went into private practice working with several lawyers 
on discrimination and harassment lawsuits. In November 2016, after the 
presidential election, concerned that certain groups would be targeted, 
Nina started volunteering her time with CAIR-NJ. This evolved into a 
paid position which she currently holds. Nina handles civil rights cases for 
CAIR. She has successfully addressed harassment and discrimination issues 
brought to CAIR. She has settled several cases involving  harassment or 
discrimination based on ethnicity or religion.



HonoreeHonoree
Public Advocates of the Year

MUSTAFA 
RABBOH
Bergen County’s 

Police Chief

and
AHMED 
NAGA 

Long Hill Township 
Police Chief



Board Member
President 

Ehsan F Chowdhry, Esq 
Owner, E F Chowdhry Law Practice, LLC 

Ehsan F Chowdhry, ESQ is the owner of  
E F Chowdhry Law Practice, LLC, a law firm 
exclusively dedicated to statewide criminal defense, 
juvenile law, municipal-traffic law and white 
collar defense. He is licensed in New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. He has court admissions for the 
Supreme Court of the United States, the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, the 
United States District Court for the Eastern District 
of Pennsylvania and the United States District Court 
for the District of New Jersey.

He is honored to have been named to New Jersey 
Governor Philip (Phil) D. Murphy’s Transition Team 
as a Co-Chair for the Law & Justice Committee, 
Social Justice Subcommittee and previously as a member of his private Law & Public 
Safety Working Group.

He attended Rutgers College of Rutgers the State University of New Jersey, 
graduated from Monmouth University with his B.A. (Bachelor of Arts) while 
attaining Dean’s List, earned his J.D. (Juris Doctor) from Widener University School 
of Law while attaining Dean’s List, served as a member of the Trial Advocacy Honor 
Society and as the President of the Minority Law Students Association (MLSA). He 
also was the co-recipient of the Most Promising Civil Litigator Award, The Center 
for Forensic Economic Studies Excellence in Litigation Award and a semi-finalist in 
the Hugh B. Pearce Trial Advocacy Competition. He was a Certified Legal Intern 
for the Pennsylvania Civil Law Clinic and a Legal Research Assistant to Professor 
John L. Gedid summarizing the Administrative Procedure Act to be utilized by the 
National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws (NCCUSL).

Thereafter, he earned his LL.M. (Master of Laws) degree in Trial Advocacy from the 
nationally ranked program at Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law. 
Both law degrees included relevant coursework to his field in criminal law, including 
Advanced Criminal Procedure, Advanced Evidence, Advanced Trial Methods, 
Criminal Law, the Federal Rules of Evidence, the Intensive Trial Advocacy Program 
(ITAP), Juvenile Law and Pennsylvania Criminal Practice.

After graduating from law school and during his LL.M. degree pursuit, he 
commenced a state judicial clerkship in Ocean County with the Honorable Vincent 
J. Grasso, A.J.S.C. (retired) that initially began in the New Jersey Superior Court, 
Law Division, Criminal Part. Subsequently, he became sworn in as an Assistant 
Prosecutor in the Atlantic County Prosecutor’s Office in the Litigation Section of 
the Grand Jury Unit. From there he transferred to the Ocean County Prosecutor’s 
Office where he served in the Megan’s Law Unit, Trial Team, Grand Jury Unit and 
the Juvenile Investigations Unit. He has investigated and prosecuted thousands of 



cases. He was temporarily sworn in as a Special Deputy Attorney General and has 
completed Class #48 of the New Jersey Attorney General’s Advocacy Institute 
Top Gun School Investigating and Prosecuting Gang, Gun and Drug cases. He 
has rounded out a decade of state, county and municipal criminal law experience 
for the government in pursuit of victims’ rights and more recently for the defense, 
entering his fourteenth year and has handled everything from murder to speeding 
violations. He holds a 10.0 out of 10.0 rating from Avvo based on his client 
reviews.

Ehsan’s awards and honors include, but are not limited to, receiving from 
Assemblyman Raj Mukherji and the General Assembly a Legislative Proclamation 
in 2018 for his outstanding character, exceptional determination and meritorious 
record of service, Super Lawyers Award for 2019 in Criminal Defense, the New 
Jersey Law Journal’s New Leader of the Bar Award for 2017 and being the only 
known solo attorney on the list (previously 40 under 40), the Professional Lawyer 
of the Year Award for 2015 from the New Jersey Commission on Professionalism 
in the Law and under his presidency of the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers 
Association (NJMLA) co-accepting for the organization the Social Justice Award 
from the Muslim American Council (MAC).

Recently, Ehsan established the Amjad F. Chowdhry Memorial Award (named 
after his late father) financial scholarship for a deserving minority student as 
selected by the faculty of Rutgers Camden Law School. The areas of practice that 
the eligible student must plan on pursuing or has done significant work in includes 
plaintiff’s employment discrimination, criminal justice reform, hate crimes, 
immigration and other topics as designated by Ehsan.

Ehsan is a member of the Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers of New Jersey 
(ACDL-NJ) and the Ocean County Bar Association (OCBA) serving on the 
Criminal Practice and Mock Trial Committees. He briefly served as the county 
liaison to the state for Fingerprinting and DNA, as a certified instructor at the 
Ocean County Police Academy, volunteered for the Division of Criminal Justice 
(DCJ) at Sea Girt, volunteered for the Law Enforcement Advanced Detectives 
School (L.E.A.D.S.) program, taught writing police reports at the Borough of 
Lakehurst Police Department, the L.E.A.P. Head Start program, the New Jersey 
Democratic State Committee South Asian American Caucus, as a panelist for 
The Lesniak (Retired New Jersey State Senator Raymond J Lesniak) Institute for 
American Leadership, the Old Bridge Citizens Academy and was a co-liaison for 
the New Jersey Human Trafficking Task Force in Ocean County.

By way of personal background, Ehsan is a New Yorker by birth, Sunni Muslim 
and of South Asian descent (Indian and Pakistani). He has been a resident of 
the Garden State for over 35 years. In his free time, he loves playing basketball, 
chess, comedy, is interested in numismatics, poker, politics, pool, religious 
discussions, softball, table tennis, taekwondo and tennis. Ehsan is well traveled and 
multilingual, speaking Urdu, Punjabi, Hindi and is semi-conversational in Spanish. 
He is a previous assistant coach to his son’s Toms River Little League (TRLL) 
team, past captain of his Muslim Sports Club (MSC) intramural basketball team 
and current assistant coach to his son’s Toms River Basketball Association (TRBA) 
team. He is married to his wife, an attorney and they have two children together.



Board Member
First Vice President 

rabiya s KadEr, Esq 
Senior Patent Counsel, Sanofi 

Rabiya Kader is a Patent Attorney at Sanofi. 
There, she supports Business Development 
activities for medical devices, including 
mobile health applications. She also 
manages prosecution for Sanofi’s own device 
development. In addition, she is responsible for 
all copyright issues for North America.

Ms. Kader began her career at Johnson and 
Johnson as a Mechanical Engineer and was 
an associate at Baker Hostetler and Lerner 
David. She attended Rutgers University for 
both her undergraduate degree in Mechanical 
Engineering and law school degrees. She 
volunteers with Volunteer Lawyers for Justice helping clients needing 
bankruptcy advice and serves as the First Vice President for the NJ Muslim 
Lawyers Association. She has two boys who keep her busy with being a 
hockey mom!



Board Member
second Vice President 

nadia s banduKda, Esq 
Johnson & Johnson 

Nadia S. Bandukda, Esq. is an Employee and 
Labor Relations Leader (ER/LR) at Johnson & 
Johnson, Inc. In her role, she handles complex 
investigations and disciplinary issues, grievances, 
drafts responses to government agencies, 
and offers other litigation support relating to 
employee grievances and/or cases. In her role, 
she leads training company-wide on effective 
and compliant performance management, 
leading an engaging and compliant work 
environment, as well as advising on handling 
separations. She also leads the Medical and 
Religious Accommodations workstream, as well 
as leads the Acquisitions and Divestitures for 
ER/LR.

Prior to joining Johnson & Johnson, Nadia was an Associate in the Labor 
& Employment Group at Fox Rothschild LLP’s Princeton, NJ office. 
Before that, Nadia was an Associate in the Labor & Employment Group at 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP’s New York City office. In both roles, Nadia handled 
employment law counseling and litigation. She has conducted training 
and counseled corporations with national and global operations regarding 
all local, state, and federal laws including, but not limited to, hiring and 
onboarding, performance improvement and discipline, role restructuring, 
harassment claims and discrimination claims, as well as requests for 
disability and religious accommodations. Nadia has also handled all stages 
of employment litigation, such as handling investigations, advising on case 
strategy, discovery, and legal writing.

Nadia holds a Law Degree from Rutgers University School of Law where 
she concentrated in Employment and Labor law courses, and a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Political Science, cum laude, from Rutgers University-
New Brunswick where she concentrated in Communications. She has 
completed the Harvard Law School Executive Education Leadership 
Training Program, as well as a fellowship at Columbia Business School for 
Social Entrepreneurship and Princeton University for Public Policy and 
International Affairs.

In her free time, she enjoys involving herself in politics, community service 
initiatives, traveling and fulfilling her foodie passions with her husband and 
three boys.



Board Member
treasurer 

ZaFar JaFEri, Jd 
Senior Patent Counsel, Sanofi 

Zafar Jaferi currently serves as Treasurer. He 
received his J.D. from Widener University, 
Delaware Law School. Prior to attending 
law school, Zafar obtained his undergraduate 
degree in Business Administration from Rider 
University in Lawrenceville, NJ. He has 
always had a passion for technology and is 
certified in various technology programs. Zafar 
currently works for an Information Technology 
Company in New York, NY.

He previously worked for a Non-Profit 
organization, which provided health education 
and services, by Muslim health and science 
professionals, to underserved regions around the world. In addition, Zafar 
also interned with the Princeton Municipal Prosecutor, and served as a 
legislative intern for Assemblyman Reed Gusciora.

As a lifelong resident of New Jersey, Zafar has and continues to remain 
committed to serving and bettering the Muslim community. He was 
recently re-elected to serve as NJMLA’s Treasurer.



Board Member
secretary 

adil s ahmEd, Esq 
Law Offices of Adil S Ahmed, LLC 

Adil is the Director of Worker Organizing and 
Policy with Make the Road New Jersey, which 
through its non-profit and political action arm, 
builds the power of immigrant and working class 
communities through community organizing, 
legal services, policy innovation, and strategic 
impact litigation. He previously practiced 
law at Lowenstein Sandler LLP and Blank 
Rome LLP. He graduated from Columbia and 
Fordham Law. Adil also maintains a solo legal 
practice dedicated to servicing artists and runs 
a community organization called the Future of 
West New York, where he helps youth promote 
the local arts, apply to college, and understand their legal rights.



Board Member
LegisLatiVe and communications  
outreach director 

birJEEs “Jay” rEhman, Esq 
Agency Attorney, Commission on Human Rights 

Jay is a first-generation born American of 
Pakistani immigrant parents. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Hospitality 
Management from New York University. After 
graduating from college, he transitioned into 
politics in campaign finance. He served first 
as Finance Assistant for a Democrat in the 
11th District of New York, and then as the 
Deputy Finance Director for the first Indian 
American woman to run for Congress in the 
12th District of New York. He attended law 
school and received his Juris Doctorate from 
Touro College Jacob D. Fuchsberg Law Center 
in Central Islip, Long Island. Prior to joining 
CAIR New Jersey he practiced in commercial litigation and transactional 
real estate. Jay is admitted to both the New York and New Jersey bars.

After the election of Donald Trump, Jay joined the New Jersey chapter 
of the Council on American Islamic Relations, in order to be an activist 
for the Muslim community to combat the rise of islamophobia. For his 
work, Jay was awarded the 2018 Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month award for his leadership and bravery in representing the Muslim 
community. Jay served as Legal Director for CAIR-NJ where he practiced 
advocacy, employment discrimination and civil rights discrimination. As of 
July 2019, Jay now works with the New York City Commission on Human 
Rights and fights to make sure that all New Yorkers are treated fairly and 
with dignity.



Board Member
sociaL media chair 

Faudia a hamEEd ClEmEnZa, Esq 
Law Offices of Faudia A Hameed-Clemenza, LLC 

Faudia A. Hameed Clemenza is admitted to practice 
law in both New Jersey and New York. She received 
her J.D. from Rutgers School of Law in Newark 
and her B.S. in Biology from Cook College, Rutgers 
University.

Her practice primarily focuses on family law issues: 
divorce, civil unions, post-divorce issues, custody, child 
support, domestic violence, relocation, modification 
of alimony, modification of child support, restraining 
orders, visitation, mediation, etc. She frequently appears 
in counties all over New Jersey: Bergen, Essex, Passaic, 
Union, Morris and Hudson.

Faudia was the recipient the Dean’s Merit Scholarship 
and the Garden State Scholar Merit Scholarship 
during her attendance at Rutgers School of Law in Newark and Cook College, 
respectively. While attending Rutgers Law School, Faudia was a student attorney 
in the Rutgers community law clinic, a law clerk in the Office of Technology 
Development at the New Jersey Institute of Technology, and a judicial intern for the 
Honorable Edward V. Torack, J.S.C. (ret.), in Bergen County Superior Court.

After earning her J.D., Faudia was a Judicial Law Clerk for the Honorable Ellen L. 
Koblitz, P.J.F.P., (currently J.A.D.), the Presiding Judge of the Family Part in Bergen 
County Superior Court. She was an associate at a boutique family law firm before 
founding her own practice, the Law Offices of Faudia A. Hameed Clemenza. LLC. 
She is also an Of Counsel attorney for the Law Offices of Kelly Berton Rocco.

Faudia is a court-qualified mediator on the roster of mediators for economic 
aspects of family law cases and a member of the Bergen County Bar Association, 
the New Jersey State Bar Association, a 2012 graduate of The Justice Morris 
Pashman American Inns of Court, an alternate Early Settlement panelist in 
Bergen County (appointed in 2013), the Alternate Prosecutor for the Borough of 
Hillsdale (appointed in 2016), former Alternate Public Defender for Rochelle Park, 
Chairwoman of the Bergen County Commission on the Status of Women (elected 
in 2013 continuting), an investigator for the District IIA Ethics Committee (2014-
2018), Social Media Chair of the New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association (elected 
in 2018), and volunteers as a pro bono attorney for Alternatives for Domestic 
Violence (“ADV”) and North East New Jersey Legal Services. Her experience 
in the practice of law is devoted almost exclusively to the areas of matrimonial 
practice and domestic relations. Faudia is also often called upon to act as a mediator 
or appointed by the Court as an attorney for an alleged incapacitated person for 
especially high conflict and guardianship matters.

In addition to her legal experience, she has over eight years corporate experience as a 
business analyst with AT&T Wireless and Cingular Wireless.



Board Member
Law schooL Liaison 

ChundZom m lopEZ 
JD Candidate 

Chundzom is a Candidate at Rutgers Law 
School, Class of 2020, Law Student Executive 
Liaison. She is currently employed at the New 
York County District Attorney’s Office as a 
Legal Intern.



Board Member
southern trustee 

ma’isha l aZiZ, Esq 
Law Offices of Maisha L Aziz, LLC 

Ma’isha is the 1st Vice-President, J.D. Temple 
University, Licensed in Maryland & New 
Jersey. She is the 2nd known Muslim woman 
to be appointed as a Judge in New Jersey. 
Since 2013 she has since served as a Municipal 
Court Judge in the Historical Borough of 
Lawnside.

She owns her own firm, Aziz Law Group LLC 
located in Voorhees, NJ, where her practice 
focuses on the following areas:

1. Estate Administration/Estate Planning
2. Real Estate (Short Sales, Traditional  
    Sales, Landlord Tenant Matters)
3. Corporate Formation and Dissolution

In addition to her practice and judicial position, Ma’isha teaches Business 
Law and Public Speaking at her alma mater- Rutgers University. While 
teaching on the Camden Campus she is also the advisor of the National 
Association of Black Accountants.

She also been the speaker at various CLE sessions, Real Estate Professional 
Seminars and various community forums educating the community about 
Real Estate and Estate Planning.

Her passion for social action and community involvement has garnered her 
numerous awards, including a 2006 Camden County Freedom Medal given 
by the Camden County Freeholders, and a 2012 Visionary Leader Award 
from the Camden County East NAACP. She is currently a member of the 
New Jersey Garden City Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc., the advisor for the NAACP Camden County East Youth Council, and 
the Youth Works chair of the NAACP Camden County East branch, and 
the advisor for the Young Muslims at Masjid Freehaven. As advisor of the 
Youth Council and Young Muslims, she has taken hundreds of teenagers on 
college tours from Vermont to Florida. She is the proud mother of a teenage 
son, Mansa, and has volunteered as a coach for his winning high school 
mock trial team. Notably, he is the two-time winner of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association Black History Month Knowledge and Essay Contest 
Winner.



Board Member
centraL trustee 

m bassam Zohny, Esq 
Reed Smith, Real Estate and Corporate Finance 

Bassam is currently an Attorney in the Financial 
Industry Group at Reed Smith’s Princeton office 
where he represents financial institutions in real 
estate and commercial financing transactions.

Bassam graduated cum laude from Rutgers Law 
School-Newark in January 2018. During law 
school, Bassam gained valuable transactional 
experience serving clients in Rutgers’ 
Community and Transactional Lawyering 
Clinic. He also served as a Senior Editor of 
the Rutgers University Law Review and as a 
Teaching Fellow for first-year law students 
in the Minority Student Program. Bassam 
previously worked as a judicial intern for U.S. District Judge Esther Salas 
of the District of New Jersey and interned with the New York City Police 
Department.

Prior to law school, Bassam owned and operated a retail business for several 
years.



Board Member
northern trustee 

omar a barEEntto, Esq 
McCarter & English 

Omar Bareentto is an associate in the Business 
Litigation Practice Group at McCarter & 
English LLP and represents individuals and 
businesses in the resolution of a wide variety of 
commercial disputes. His litigation experience 
ranges from class actions, breach of contract 
disputes, and business divorce to securities 
fraud litigation and intellectual property 
claims. Also a registered Government Affairs 
Agent in New Jersey, Omar compliments his 
litigation practice as a member of McCarter’s 
Government Affairs Group, helping clients 
achieve their governmental, media, and 
business development objectives.

Omar is very involved in his community, serving on the Leadership 
Council for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Essex, Hudson & Union Counties 
in New Jersey and as a member of the Wynona’s House Child Advocacy 
Center Board of Trustees.



Board Member
nationaL association oF 
musLim Lawyers (namL) nJ designee

asad riZvi, Esq 
Panasonic 

Asad Rizvi serves as Counsel, Labor and 
Employment for Panasonic Corporation of 
North America. He has previously served in 
various legal positions including as an Associate 
at a national law firm, a federal Law Clerk, 
and an Assistant Corporation Counsel for the 
City of New York. Further, Mr. Rizvi has been 
a leader in the Muslim community including 
on the board of directors of the Muslim Bar 
Association of New York (2012-2013) and the 
New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association (2014-
2017, 2018-present). Mr. Rizvi received his Juris 
Doctor degree from St. John’s University School 
of Law and his Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Rutgers University.





 PROUD GOLD SPONSOR!

Recognizing Rabiya 
for her work with NJMLA























nJwLa 
is proud to support the

New Jersey Muslim Lawyers Association
on its

4th Annual Eid Gala  
and congratulates

all the 2019 Honorees

women Lawyers making a diFFerence

www.njwla.org









BOOSTERS 

Adam H. Morsy

Cole Schotz

Subhan Tariq 
www.tariqlaw.com

SARAH ABDOLRAZEK
Mortgage Loan Officer
NMLS ID: 1675718

PNC BANK
2445 Kuser Road (J1-JYVA-03-1)
Hamilton, NJ 08960
(c) 848.482.1869
(f ) 844.710.6870
Sarah.Abdolrazek@pnc.com






